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~, 1 Augus t 1986

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION ACCOUNT (DERA)
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

BOEING SEATTLE PLANT No. 12
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

Project Number F10WA025500

1. Introduction: The Seattle District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, has
conducted an evaluation of the former Department of Defense (DOD) property
known as the Seattlle General Depot and later as Boeing S~attle Plant No. 12.
The facilities are located on 34.66 acres of land at 4500 E. Marginal Way S.
in Seattle, Washington.

2. Purpose of Repo~rt: This report reviews the pas t and current use, owner
ship, and condition of the site based on documentary sources, interviews, and
a field inspection. No remedial work under DERA is warranted. Organization
of the report is as follows:

a. Project Description (Part I)
1. Site Map (Attachment No.1)

b. Findings and Determination of Site Eligibility (FDE) Report (Part II)

c. Policy ConsJlderations (Part III)

d. Project Recommendations (Part IV)

3. Field InspectioI~: A site inspection was made on 17 April 1986 by:

Robert S. Andersen
Anton M. Fackelmann
Mr. Ken Crook er

R.S. Andersen/Land Use Planning
Tetra Tech, Inc.
Warehouse Manager, Port of Seattle

Features of the sitE! observed during the inspection are described in section 4
below. A set of photographic slides of the site taken at the time of the
inspection are on fHe in the Seattle District.

4. Description of Site and Area:

a. The site orIginally consisted of two separate parcels of land on which
three large wood warehouses were located along with several minor buildings,
parking, loading, and access areas. DOD real estate files indicate a complex
set of permits, condemnations, and negotiated purchases were made in 1942-44
(3.32 acres permit and 31.34 acres fee) in order to consolidate the property
needed for construction of warehouses for use by the Department of the Army,
Quartermaster Corps" In 1947, accountability was reassigned to the Seattle
District Engineer, ~md later that year to the Transportation Corps which used
the warehouses until 1957. In 1957, most of the site was outgranted to the
Department of the AIr Force for storage. In 1960, accountability for the
entire facility was transferred to the Air Force. In 1961, Air Force Logistics
Command reassigned the site to Air Force Plant No. 75.



b. During the tenure of the Army Quartermaster Corps the three warehouses
were used for storage of all general supply materials under the responsibility
of the Seattle General Depot (1942-47). Until 1957, the Transportation Corps
used the entire facility for storage of vehicles, fleet supplies,: and suppport
equlpment. From 1957 to 1969 the facility was used to store materials and
supplies used in missile research, development and production associated with
either Boeing Seattle Plant No. 12 or subsequently, Air Force Plant 75.

~. In 1972, the parcels containing warehouse structures were determined
to be surplus and were subsequently acquired by the Port of Seattle, (Quitclaim
Deeds executed by the General Services Administration (GSA) on 20 Dec 72 and
22 Oct 74). That parcel adjacent to warehouse No.3 and'E. Marginal Way was
retained by the GSA for use by the Seattle Dis trict C. O. E. for parking. In
1979, the Port demolished warehouse No.4 and adjacent structures, and graded
the site for storage of containerized cargo subject to foreign trade zone
activities. Immediately after the field inves tigation for this report, the
Port began demolition of warehouse No.5 and appurtenant structures. The
intent of the Port is to develop a major enclosed storage facility needed for
Foreign Trade Zone activities. The southerly warehouse (No.3) is still
retained by the Port for general storage purposes and for "bonded and secured"
s to-rage of materials held for delinquent duties upon import.

d. The subject site lies within the former Duwamish River flood plain
whic~ over a period of many decades has been filled and subjected to intense
industrial development. All structures associated with the former DOD presence
are in use or have been removed. No abandoned underground storage tanks or
hazardous or toxic substances stemming from DOD activities were observed or
reported.
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DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION REPORT
FOR FORMERLY USED SITES

FINDING AND DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY

Findings of Fac t

Boeing Seattle Plant No. 12, Washington
Project Number F10WA025500

1. ,;~;:!Ii{';:~at~~,eP 1a.!l;,~§;;Nb'.> 12~~s;iT<:;21:Lq~ed wi t~Jn,>th:'ci ty 0 f Sea t tle and
co (''';eed o~{;,3''''"'iarg$;;;;;;wooden,~arehouses t~sture~, parking and access areas,
~l', 1ate;,@;,,:c'buil4.;!in'gs on 3}'i~34 acrespt,,4:and. ~a"r"t-m'e'£l~~~
CD D usl,vof th;1;( t occiiPad,~£.~lli:~.4~gh....l2.6.2.,;.. however ~g.llPJ:.O'x1mat.eJ..z.
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~(1!". 7 The Departmen t o/~he Army acquired by condemnation and purchase 31.34
'i/ acres in fee and a, uired an additional 3.32 acres in use permits in 1942-1943.

The DOD maintain~ property interest in the site throughout transfers of jur
isdiction fr~mthe Seattle Quartermaster Depot (1942-1944), to the Seattle
District Engi er (1947), to Transportation Corps (1947-57). to the Department
of the Airf ',. ceJ(~92?aJ:ld ,,1960, all<l1961):I9!'~17~~fJ2~fuJe~§,1!ii~.pX!>}'Git;m&h'l*lr0'f~!theTih''
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3. During the tenure of the Army Quartermaster Corps ~h@ three warehouses ~
were used for storage of all general supply materials under the responsibility
of the Seattle General Depot (1942-47). Until 1957, the Transportation Corps
used the entire facility for storage of vehicles, fleet supplies, and support
equipment. From 1957 to 1969 the facility was used to store materials and
supplies used in missile research, development and production associated with
either Boeing Seattle Plant No. 12 or subsequently, Air Force Plant 75.

4. Upon termination or completion of various contracts between the Department
of the Air Force and the Boeing Company in 1965-69 period, a determination was
made that the properties containing the warehouse units were excess. In 1969
the Port of Seattle acqUired the warehouses and supporting property in fee
without condition or restriction. The Port retains ownership interest in the

A . .¢J ~, f .,,¢

Diagonal Ave. vacated right-of-way. ,.,tN'd~: l ~ ,~£'P;fJS(;,f;ff ",~"'n

5. The subject site lies within the former Duwamish River flood plain which
over a period of many decades has been filled and subjected to intense indus
trial development. At this time, one third of the site is cleared and graded,
and another third is in the process of being cleared for redevelopment. The
remaining third, which includes warehouse No.3, is used by the Port for stor
age. All structures associated with the former DOD presence are in use or
have been removed. No abandoned underground storage tanks, hazardous or toxic
substances, or ordnance stemming from DOD activities were observed or reported.



Determination

Based on the foregoing finding of fact, it has been determined that the prop
erty was formerly owned and used by the DOD; however, an environmental restor
ation project is not warranted within the purview of Public Law 99-190, dated
19 Dec 85, for the reasons stated above.

Date R.E. ABBOTT
Colonel, U.S.A.
Division Commander
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PART III

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION ACCOUNT (DERA)
POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

Boeing Plant No. 12; Project Number F10WA025500

The site has been evaluated in terms of current DERA policies and guidance as
of the date of this report.
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PART IV

DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION ACCOUNT (DERA) .
PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS

Boeing Plant No. 12; Project Number F10WA025500

There is no evident need for a DERA cleanup at this site and no further
consideration of the property is recommended.
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